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Police: Nao injury resulted and teacher notified authorities
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SALEM -- The mother of a Salem boy has filed a notice of claim against the Salem Central School District

alleging her son was hit by a teacher in a classroom.

Lisa Hudson has filed the notice, which indicates an intent to file a lawsuit if a settlement isnt reached,

on behalf of her 12-year-oid son.

The lawyer who prepared the notice of claim, Gerard Amedio, said he plans to seek a criminal charge

against the teacher as well.

The Washington County Sheriff's Office investigated the Dec. 10 incident, and concluded there was no
basis for a criminal prosecution. Amedio said police concluded the physical contact was "justified.”

Amedio, though, said the boy was hit on the back of the head by teacher Patricia Mullen because he had
not completed his homework. He said Mullen called the boy’s mether that day and apologized and asked

her not to report the incident.

The boy was not injured, but suffered “extreme pain, suffering, discomfort and public humiliation.” He is

still in Mullen’s class, Amedio said.

Washington County Sheriff's Investigator Tony LeClaire said the alleged victim’s complaint was

investigated, but conflicting statements and a lack of evidence led to & conclusion no crime couid be
prosecuted. He said the boy told him the teacher "maybe hit me with two fingers." There was no injury,
the child reported no pain and the other children did not witness any improper contact, LeClaire said.

Mulien said she put her hands on the boy's shoulder to get his attention, LeClaire said. It is not illegat

for her to do sc, he said.

"She (Lisa Hudson) called State Police before she called us and on advice of their counsel’s office they

declined to bring any charges," LeClaire said.

Amedio -- a former police officer -- said he did not agree with that decision, and said there was plainly
probabie cause that the offense of harassment occurred. He said there were numerous witnesses,

‘’’s not up to the police to determine whether it was “justified’,” Amedio said,

Amedio said he plans to file a criminal compfaint in Salem Town Court and seek to have the judge file a

charge.

A woman who answered the phone at the Salem Centrai School superintendent’s office on Thursday

morning said the superintendent, Charles Kremer, had no comment on the issue.

A phone message feft on Mullen’s school voice mail was not returned.
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Toddler's mother gets year in jail
Woman who left her daughter 1o wander highway s sentenced

By Don Lehman
diehman@poststar.com
Updated: Thursdsy, November 20, 2008 1:57 AM EST
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QUEENSBURY - The South Carolina woman wha left her badly injured toddler alone in a mate} room,
alfowing the girl to wander into a busy highway last summer, has been sertanced te & year in Warren
County 3ail.
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Town Justice Robert McNally imposed the one-year tarm on Helen M. Prince, 34, of South Carsling, after
she pleaded guilty to endangering the welfare of 2 child, a misdemeanor.

The sentence was the maximurm for the <harge, although with time off for goad behavier, she could be
released after serving as little as & months,

-

Prince was arvested July 19 after her partially dressed 3-year-old daughter was found walking across
Route 9 in Queensbury, just rorth of Wai-Mart. Passers-by stopped and pulled her out of traffic, and saw
that she had two black eyes, facial cuts, 3 broken collarbone and bite marks cn her grm,

The injuries led to an investigation by the Warren County Sheriff's Office that led to Prince’s arrest and
that of a 15-year-old boy in her care wha police believed had repeatedly abused the girl, physically and
sexually.

The teen was charged as well, but the counts against him were dropped after Warren County Family
Court Judge 1. Timothy Breen ruled that police improperly questionad him without & parent or guardian
present.

e nsa

Prince was charged with endangering the welfare of a chiid and reckless endangerment, both
misdemeanars,

She agread to & plea deal in which she pleaded guilty to endangering the walfare of a child and the
reckless endangerment count was dropped. Ho agreement was made on her sentence and McNally
determined the maximum was warranted.

Warren County Districk Attorney Kate Hogan said her office believed the maximum jail term was
appropriate in light of the facts of the case.

"When you saw the injuries on the child, ard know

that the mother left het in that situation, we had to
advocate for that sentence,” she said.

Prince, the girl and two teenage boys, who are the sens of her bovfriand, were staying at the Budget Inn
motel on Route § as the family moved naorth. She was leaving the toddier in the care of the bays while
she workad at a Wilton truck stop, and she told police she had left the motel room for only a few minutes
when the girl wandered off.

Prince's lawyer, Gerty Amedio, said Prince did not mean any harm t6 the child, and was trying to work,
care for the children and find a home for the family as they moved to the area. Her boyfriend had
remained in Scuth Carolina te work as Prince Juggled things in Warren County.

"She just had 2 lot on her plate,” he said.

Amedio said the family plans to stay in the area after Prince is released from jail.
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Hogan said her office understood the girl's father had custody of her in South Carolina.

Amedio said the girl is doing weli.

Hogan said the case is one that the state district attornay’s assotiation is using to lobby stata fegisiators
to create a felony-level charge of endangering the welfara of a chilg.
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COMMENTS

EAuditor wrote on fov 26, 2008 10:92 AM:

" Yet another great job by the Warren County Sheriffs. Thanks
quys...really, the worst offender in this case walks free, "

it's just me wrote on Nov 20, 2008 5:36 AAL:

" what is the world coming to when a defenseless baby is sexually
abused...physically beaten AND BITTEN, with broken hones ang bruises,
left 10 wander a major highway(where countless idiots Just pagsed her
byH) and the baby raper GETS OFF and the so called "mother” gets a
vear...BfC SHE JUST HAD TOO MUCH ON HER PLATE!N??? Guess what
people...lam & mom of 2 little ones, I g0 to school full time, my
husband works constantly, we are very busy and chaotic somatimes
with scheduies & we HAVE ALOT ON OUR PLATES too, but I can manage
to take proper care of my kids! This makes me SICK! This poor
baby...and how do you know she is geing well? The baby's mother was
certainly RO prize....cen only imagine what daddy is like!! God biess this
innocent kttle one...pray she has a good & safe lifeti! "

riada wrote o Nov 20, 2008 9:24 AM:

" There are some serious problems with the Warren County justice
system---especially in the Queensbury town court with McNaily and
Mubler,  agree with mongoo, this story disgusts me. If you;l netice,
Post Star only says "paolice impropedy questioned him, That comes
down to the Warran County Sheriffs Department again", Therg's
something wrong with Gerald Amedio who would rather see child
abuser walk without any punishment or treatrent but then what do you
expect, his partner is Kurt Mausert. And Mausert thought he should be a
Family Court judge. Yeah, right. Geod thing veters said no "

Ed wrote on Nov 20, 2008 9:04 AM:

" sometimes It just amazes me that the Warren County district
attorney's office spends so much time on one case and so little on
another. A guy who shot himself in the foot gets a lot of attention for
Careying & pistol in the woods. A 15 year old child motester gets off scott
free,

praspect wrote on Nov 20, 2008 §:46 AM;

“ Kate had to advocate for the max because of the damage done e the
child, but to slam it through she plead down to a single charge,
dropping the felony? Yeah, grest Job, You really sent the message
there. Plus the 15 year old that did the damage is walking free, You
really dropped the bali on this one, I'm sure we will read about nm
repeating this type of abuge again, "

deMaven wrote on Nov 20, 2008 8:36 AM:

* Honestly, in this day and 2ge did the €ops screw up the guestioning so H i
badly that the person who actually did the beating walked ous scott
free? Yas officer, no officer, attaboy officer, thark you officer, Guass
they must be real proud of themselves. Back to the spped fraps, thay :
de that real well 2t least. "

kathy wrote on Nov 20, 2008 7.45 am:

7 50 I take it that this worman can Jjust get this chitd back after she
serves her time? If so that is so wrong, she should have been placed in
foster care , who knows what this father is ke if he let this woman take
this child off on her own iy the first place . God only knows what other
tortures this poor dittie girl has endured before she was rescied from
this thing that calied herseif & mom, "

kalda wrote on Nov 2, 2008 7:36 AM;

“ The another thing that shouid be addressed by fawmakers is that even
if the 15 year old WAS questionad correctly, he wouid have gotten off
with nothing anyway. Tt would have been an his record until he was 18
and then it wouid have been sealed because he was a Mminor at the time
of the incident, Unfortunately, if he did it once, he will de it again to
another child. Thank you government officials for protacting our
children.

EmiB wrote oh Nov 20, 2008 2:32 apx
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